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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6195

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Frankl i n, Regal a, Kei ser, Ei de, Prentice, Jacobsen, McAuliffe,
Fraser, Kline and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 7/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to health inpact assessnents; anending RCW
43. 20. 025; adding a new section to chapter 43.20 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that people of color
experience significant disparities from the general population in
education, enploynent, healthy living conditions, access to health
care, and other social determnants of health. The |egislature intends
that state governnent policy |eaders, program nmanagers, and staff
i ncrease their awareness of actions they take or that they contenpl ate
taking that contribute to health disparities. It shall be the policy
of the state of Washington to address health disparities in comunities
of color by creating an action plan and statewi de policy to include
health inpact assessnents that neasure and address other social
determnants of health that lead to disparities as well as the
contributing factors of health that can have broad inpacts on inproving
status, health literacy, physical activity, and nutrition.
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Sec. 2. RCW 43.20.025 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 9 s 208 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Comm ssions" neans the WAshington state comm ssion on African-
Anerican affairs established in chapter 43.113 RCW the WAashington
state comm ssion on Asian Pacific Anmerican affairs established in
chapter 43.117 RCW the WAshington state conm ssion on Hi spanic affairs
established in chapter 43.115 RCW and the governor's office of Indian
affairs.

(2) "Consuner representative" nmeans any person who is not an
el ected official, who has no fiduciary obligation to a health facility
or other health agency, and who has no material financial interest in
the rendering of health services.

(()) (3) "Council"™ neans the ((health—eare—acecess—and—cost
eontrol)) governor's interagency coordinating council on health
di sparities.

((3))) (4) "Departnent” neans the departnment of health.

((4))) (5) "Health disparities" neans the difference in incidence,
preval ence, nortality, or burden of disease and other adverse health
conditions, including lack of access to proven health care services
that exists between specific population groups in Washington state.

(6) "Health inpact assessnent” neans a systematic review of a
| egislative or budgetary proposal or other public policy, program or
practice conpleted according to the terns of this chapter that
determines the extent to which such proposal, policy, program or
practice inproves or exacerbates health disparities.

(7) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health, or the secretary's
desi gnee.

((5»)) (8) "Local health board" neans a health board created
pursuant to chapter 70.05, 70.08, or 70.46 RCW

((66Y)) (9) "Local health officer” nmeans the legally qualified
physi cian appointed as a health officer pursuant to chapter 70.05
70.08, or 70.46 RCW

((A)) (10) "Social determ nants of health"” nmeans those el enents
of social structure nost closely shown to affect health and ill ness,
including at a mninmum early learning, education, socioeconomc
standing, safe housing, sanitary environnental conditions, gender,
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incidence of violence, convenient and affordable access to safe
opportunities for physical activity, healthy diet, clean water, clean
air, toxin-free environnents, and appropriate health care services.

(11) "State board" neans the state board of health created under
chapter 43.20 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The state board, in collaboration with the council, shall conplete
heal th i npact assessnents, in collaboration with the council, and with
assistance that shall be provided by any state agency of which the
board nmakes a request. The state board may Iimt the nunber of health
i npact assessnents it produces to retain quality while operating within
its avail abl e resources.

(1) A health inpact assessnent may be initiated by any counci
menber or by any state legislator by witten request submtted
according to forns and procedures proposed by the council and approved
by the state board.

(2) The subject of the assessnent nay be any state governnent
program policy, practice, or proposal for state legislative or
budgetary change that the requesting party believes may have a
significant inpact on health disparities.

(3) Upon receiving a request for a health inpact assessnent from a
menber of the legislature during a |l egislative session, the state board
shall deliver the health inpact assessnent to the requesting party in
no nore than ten days. Requests nmade in the normal course of business
shall receive an assessnment fromthe state board no |l ater than ninety
days after a request is nade.

(4) Upon delivery of the assessnent to the requesting party, it
shall be a public docunent, and shall be available on the state board's
web site.

(5) The assessnent shall be based on the best avail able enpirical
i nformati on and professional assunptions available to the state board
regarding the nost likely health inpact of the subject program
practice, or proposal. Such inpacts may include changes in health
disparities or in the social determnants of health experienced by
racial or ethnic mnorities.
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(6) In fulfilling their responsibilities under this subsection, the
state board and the council may create ad hoc commttees or other such
committees of limted duration as necessary.

(7) The state board and the departnent shall collaborate to obtain
any federal or private funding that nay becone avail able to inpl enent
the state board's duties under this chapter. |f the departnent
recei ves such funding, the departnent shall allocate it to the state
board to inplenent its duties under this chapter, and any state general
funds that nay have been appropriated but are no | onger needed by the
state board shall |apse to the state general fund.

~-- END ---
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